




Nizza La Bella
825 San Pablo Ave. just north of Solano 526-2552

This is a terrific bistro, beautifully constructed and decorated,
featuring French-Nicoise food. It is deservedly popular. The
service is friendly and professional. The owner is often on the
premises, and she has put much love and thought into having
a wonderful authentic atmosphere. Prices moderately high but
worth it for the quality of the food and wine. Do not pass up
this place, it's a favorite of mine!

90 Lalime's Cafe
1329 Gilman St. in Albany 527-9838

A gem, one my favorite restaurants in Berkeley. The cooking is
Mediterranean-French -- everything is terrific, prices not that
high for the quality. Airy space, friendly service, I always have
a wonderful time here. Each month, there is a changing choice
of enticing appetizers, main courses, desserts, and good wines.
There are frequent special theme dinners, too. Get on the
mailing list for the great monthly narratives, as well as the
featured menu choices.

91

T-Rex BBQ
1300 10th St., at Gilman 527-0099

An upscale barbecue restaurant from the Lalime family, this
two-level architecturally gorgeous place is beautifully designed
and esthetically pleasing. Open throughout the day until late at
night (yeah!) it is a most welcome addition to the
neighborhood. The food is rather expensive, but generously
portioned and tasty. The waitpersons are friendly and
personable. Sunday Brunch is popular here.

92 Pyramid Brewery
901 Gilman St. below San Pablo 528-9880

This huge place features a variety of wonderful beers and ales,
and a large and varied menu of mostly decent, well priced
food. Industrial chic decor, with a two level warehouse sized
dining area, a lively bar, and a small outdoor patio, this is the
place for families, large boisterous groups of students or sports
enthusiasts, and just folks looking for a lively time. Noisy, but
fun if you know what to expect. Easy parking.
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Jimmy Bean's
1290 6th St. at Gilman 528-3435

A very informal cafe brought to us by the owners of Lalime's.
Open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. For all meals you order
at the counter. The menu has flavorful soups, salads,
sandwiches, and quesadillas, as well as omelets, fruits and
drinks. Prices are moderate, but dinner specials are more
expensive, as is the wine. Located near a number of discount
outlet stores, and usually not too crowded. A few outdoor
tables, too.

94 Picante Taqueria

1328 6th St. south of Gilman 525-3121

Out of the way, but still very popular, with a wide choice of
burritos, tacos, quesadillas, tostadas, and other platos. There's
beer as well as wine margaritas. The cooking is fairly
westernized, and the spicing pretty mild. Prices are moderate,
and there is a fun informal atmosphere. Order at the counter,
sit and enjoy. There's a lovely patio for sunny lunches. Also
good for take out. Dress down for this place!
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Post Meridian

Colusa Circle in Kensington 525-1350

Open for dinner and weekend brunch, the chef was trained in
France, and offers French Bistro influenced food which she
calls Cuisine Bourgeoise. The prices are moderately high and
the food can be wonderful or just good, depending on what
you choose. The atmosphere is warm and friendly, the service
thoughtful -- you should give it a try.

96 Kensington Circus

Colusa Circle in Kensington 524-8814

A British restaurant with a very informal atmosphere, a varied
menu, good salads, hamburgers, shepherd's pie, and fish and
chips. There's a nice pub type bar on the premises too, with a
dart board. This is especially child friendly, complete with toys.
Prices are moderate. A very likable, comfortable place, in an
out of the way spot.

97

Pacific East Mall
3288 Pierce St. on the Bay side of Albany Hill 527-3000

Forget the airline ticket and get yourself to this huge Asian
Mall to experience culture shock cheaply. At the center is an
immense supermarket with completely unfamiliar items, a
busy take out counter as well as a fish market where you can
choose a whole fish and have it fried to order! There are
restaurants with food from all over Asia. In the same parking
lot is Daimo, a wonderful Chinese place with a huge traditional
menu. Don't miss this experience!

98 Authors
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